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Foreword By The Retiring Chairman To The 81st 

Edition. 
 

Welcome to this 81st Edition of our Watchword magazine. As 
I write my last foreword I would like to say a very big thank 
you to every active and retired member who has given their 
time, energy and commitment in assisting  PHANW over the 
years. This includes Street Coordinators, Zone Heads, 
Committee  Members, Admins, Litter Pickers and Street 

Watch groups.  You have all played a vital part and PHANW would not be what it is now 
without your contribution. 

I would also like to summarize the significant changes that have occurred from 2017 to 
2021. Some of you may have been present at the Coordinators Meeting in October 
2017, when around 150 residents gathered to express their dissatisfaction with both the 
police and PHANW, after we had experienced a spike in burglaries and had travellers 
occupying the green area between Wood End Road and Truro Road.  At that time 
PHANW’s main objective was to report on crimes that had taken place and advise on 
home security measures. 

Since then we have radically changed our direction.  We now have WhatsApp groups to 
rapidly notify members of any concerns or incidents, and we have introduced Street 
Watch with uniformed members patrolling the streets every day. Recognising the 
importance of community, we have adopted the mission statement ‘Building a Stronger, 
Safer, Caring Community’.  We have also introduced Litter Picker groups and Speed 
Watch to address other top areas of concern. 

Recognising the increasing difficulties of collecting cash subscriptions door to door, we 
have asked you to pay by Standing Order, and thank many of you for already doing so.  If 
you haven’t done so yet, it would be a big help to us if you could consider setting up a 
standing order. All of the funds we receive from membership are reinvested directly into 
PHANW  including  equipment, clothing, printing publications (Watchword and Pioneer), 
signage etc. 

Looking to the future, I have always wanted to get our next generation involved in 
PHANW and I am delighted to see this happening both in our Litter Pickers groups, our 
Social Media, and Website developments.  

And now after 4 years of serving as chairman, which has been both a challenging and 
very rewarding journey for me, I am passing on the baton to Amit Verma (see picture 
overleaf), who was nominated by our committee to be our next chairman, and who is one 
of our ‘next generation’ committee members. With his enthusiasm and commitment to 
serve the local area, I wish him every success in continuing the important work of 
PHANW. I look forward to continuing as a volunteer for the Park Hall community as a 
Street Coordinator and on Street Watch patrols. 

 I would like to wish you and your family a peaceful Christmas and happy New Year. 

Robert Read   
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Introduction To The New Chairman. 
 

I would like to introduce myself. My name is Amit 

Verma, I am 34 years old. I have been a resident in 

the area from birth. I am married and I have three 

young children.  

The position of chairman comes with great 

responsibility, it also comes with great possibilities 

too.  

My brother and I are  fourth generation jewellers, we 

deal in precious metals and gemstones. Due to the 

high value commodities, we have always been a 

target for criminals. We are very experienced with 

dealing with planned attacks and robberies. We now 

understand what precautions are necessary to 

protect ourselves.  

I started to recognise that thieves and robbers were 

targeting residents with typical regular jobs and learning this caused me great 

discomfort. I then decided to create the neighbourhood WhatsApp group. I have an 

amazing relationship with many of the residents in the area. The WhatsApp group was 

created with the best interest of the residents. I wanted everyone to be able to call for 

help within seconds because this was proving difficult as the Walsall Police station had 

closed down. Since becoming part of PHANW I have met some really selfless people, 

who are now almost family. PHANW  allowed me to be part of something official. It 

allowed me to help bring the community closer together. It allowed me to be part of 

something absolutely incredible.  

We live in a beautiful neighbourhood, with really nice residents. We have a young 

growing community which is currently not in our grasp. We need more street 

coordinators to keep in touch with the many elderly people in the area. 

The potential in PHANW is endless. As a community we can achieve a lot. From making a 

neighbour, into a friend, from securing your home, to saving a life. 

Let’s create a safe haven. 

Thank you  

Amit Verma 

  

The picture above shows Robert 
symbolically handing over the baton 
to Amit a complete set of all 
Watchword magazines from 1996-
2021 covering the history of PHANW. 
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The Emergency Services Engagement Day Saturday 28th August. 
We had a successful day attending the above event on Saturday. It was a great 
opportunity for our PHANW Membership to find out more about the volunteer services 
we are involved in and for our community also to engage in the services provided by 
PHANW. We had a number of volunteers who then signed up for Speed Watch, Street 
Watch and Litter Pickers. We also met high ranking police officers for the borough and  
police commanders who came to talk to us with great interest and respect of the work we 
carry out as a Neighbourhood Watch. They thoroughly thanked us and we established a 
great dialogue and liaison contact.  
 
We want to thank all the volunteers that helped and supported us on the day and worked 
with us to plan this event. Without you we could not have achieved such a great and 
successful day. Below are some photos of the event : - 
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The West Midlands Police Museum. 
 

Did you know that the West Midlands 
Police Force has its own museum? 
Thanks to the support of the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund, the Lock-up at 
Steelhouse Lane in Birmingham is 
currently being refurbished to create a 
new permanent home for the West 
Midlands Police Museum with a mission 
to bring our policing stories to life, to 
engage, educate and inspire. Our new 
museum will be the biggest and best 
police museum in the country.  

 
The old Steelhouse Lane lock-up was built in 1891, 
the building is an impressive three story, terracotta 
fronted Victorian lock up. It was used until 2016 to 
house prisoners who awaited charge at the Victoria 
Law Courts next door. The building is unique and is 
one of the only surviving lock-ups of its size in the 
country. The museum project has kept the majority 
of the features of the building making the building 
an exhibit in itself.  
 
 
The lock-up is 
the ideal 
backdrop to 
display some 
of the 4000 

objects in the collection, tell the stories that 
represent the history of our people and 
communities and will make our collections feel 
relevant and exciting. The museum will feature 
stories from across the West Midlands region, 
encompassing Walsall, Wolverhampton, Dudley, 
Coventry and Birmingham. It will cover the early 
beginnings of policing from the creation of the 
first West Midlands Police Force in Walsall 1832, 
through to the current day. We will feature 
messages about modern policing so our 
communities can see how policing has evolved 
and continues to change right up to the present 
day.  
 
This is a very exciting time for the museum, having secured the funding required to 
enable us to preserve the lock-up for the future and make the West Midlands Police 
Museum more accessible than ever before.  We are now planning in earnest the displays, 
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exhibits and interactive features to share with the public when we do re-open in 
April/May 2022 
The museum also has an online shop where we sell a range of products from 

history books to police ducks. All proceeds from the shop help with raising funds for 
the11 museum, and goes towards caring for our collection.   
If you would like to keep up to date with the West Midlands Police Museum you can visit 
our website www.wmpeelers.com or find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram (search 
West Midlands Police Museum).  We look forward to seeing you in 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

http://www.wmpeelers.com/


mailto:h.fenton@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
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Police Report - PCSO Tim Littlehales. 
 

 Can I first start by saying a huge thank you from the 

Delves/Paddock NHT for all your help and support during 

2021. It has been an incredibly challenging year for the team 

as we still have restricted officers due to Covid 19 and other 

officers have been taken away from neighbourhood policing 

duties due to high demand in other areas of policing. 

 Crime over the spring/summer months has been relatively 

low, somewhat I feel due to residents still working from 

home. However, we have seen some common Anti snap Lock 

BDH offences ( Greaves Avenue and Falmouth Road ) . 

 Catalytic converter theft has also been prolific all over the country and Honda Jazz type 

vehicles and Hybrid vehicle appear to be especially prone to being targeted (Broadway 

North and Charlemont Road). 

 Acquisitive crimes that can have a real impact on the local community have remained low. 

 As we enter into the winter months please remember to leave a light on, fit light timers if you 

are going out, ensure your dawn to dusk lighting is working correctly. Look at replacing your 

standard UPVC Euro lock for a Anti Snap Euro Lock  

 Ensure your garden shed is locked and secure and please do not leave any tools out or 

ladders that could aid a crime. 

 We have a new chief superintendent Mr Phil Dolby 

who replaced Mr Andrew Parsons earlier in the year. 

You can contact us in the usual way : - 

 999 Emergency 

101 Non Emergency 

Webchat 

email: delves@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 

Follow us on twitter @DelvesWMP 

Dial 101 ext. 8896317 

 The supervisor for Delves/Paddock NHT is  Sergeant 

Neil Powers  

 Yes you have your local dedicated NH team who are part of the community, but it is the 
community who have the biggest impact, and it is a huge thank you from me.     

mailto:delves@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk
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PHANW Litter Pickers’ Group Update. 
 

There are now about 35 PHANW litter pickers on Park Hall and Area. 

In zone 1, there are 5 litter pickers 

In zone 2, there are 3 litter pickers, 2 of whom are children 

In zone 3a and 3b, there are 8 litter pickers, 3 of whom are children 

In zone 4, there are 14 litter pickers, 3 of which are teenagers, and 2 children 

In zone 5, there are 5 litter pickers, 2 of whom are children.   

So we can see that we are short of litter 

pickers in zone 5 particularly along the 

parade of shops on Gillity Avenue where 

the United Reformed Church is at the 

corner of Sutton Road, and Broadway. 

Some of us have been driving through 

enroute and picked up litter. Hopefully we 

are not making specific journeys just to do 

this! This is where a lot of litter is being 

dropped at present. The same goes for 

zone 2 along the Birmingham Road.  

It has been lovely to hear residents 

thanking us and commenting that we are 

making a difference. Hopefully residents 

are developing pride with living on the 

estate with the reducing crime rate, the 

cleanliness, and more interaction with 

each other. More and more residents are 

asking about obtaining kits and joining 

our lone ranger schemes.  More and more 

people seem to be trying harder to keep the area clean, with Woodend Play area in 

particular, with the bins already full to overflowing. Perhaps we need to ask for bigger 

bins and with covers on to stop birds/foxes/wind from emptying the bins!   

There’s also been a development of a community spirit through our Litter Pickers’ 

WhatsApp group and when we see each other in action. 

One litter picker, Karen, said readers might like to know that her top 3 litter picking items 

are: cigarette packages, red bull cans and discarded scratch cards, she picks at least one 

of each on every litter pick! [ A budding profiler?!] 
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There have been spates of broken glass from bottles around the estate. One of the 

pickers gave a tip to others in the group; whilst wearing the Litter Pickers’ yellow high viz 

vest, rather than sweeping up the broken glass, to knock on the door of whoever is living 

nearest to the broken glass, to ask them to help us by sweeping up the glass. This seems 

to work. 

A teenage volunteer said that to reach out to other teenagers, she was happy to forward 

a poster via her Instagram account to attract them. So another volunteer created the 

poster and it was posted. So we can be a 

resourceful group! 

There are some pickers who are 

registered with Walsall’s Clean and 

Green and wear the orange high viz 

volunteers vests too. A lot of residents 

have said they pick up litter when they 

are out, on their own initiative, rather 

than be part of an official group. This is 

great too.  

Perhaps we should create a catchphrase 

of “Pick up 5 items of litter a day” [as well 

as eating 5 fruit and veg]?!   

The Litter Pickers Volunteers have also 

helped with attending The Spring Clean 

organised by Clean and Green, and the 

recent Police and Park Hall Area 

Neighbourhood Watch’s information day 

on 30th August 2021. It was a great way for getting to know each other and for 

networking.  

We are all doing our bit quietly in our own way. One very keen litter picker was told by 

her GP to reduce her walking as she was aggravating her hip. I can only pick up clean 

recyclables to put in the green bin due to my impaired hands. Families with children can 

only do what they can in their own time. At least those children hopefully will not be 

litterbugs of the future, so that is another job in itself done!  

With Covid pandemic hopefully receding, we plan to link up with Walsall Wombles, the 

umbrella volunteers litter picking group under Walsall’s Clean and Green with view to 

being part of the bigger picture of litter reduction, understanding more about what the 

council is doing and contributing to improving our recycling rates.  

I still have approx. 10 sets of kits to issue. All the kits have been purchased via the £5 a 

year annual membership fees for PHANW. There is a litter picking cart available to 
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borrow which has been donated by a grateful resident. The same resident supplied the 

1st of our 15 litter picking hoops. We now have incorporated litter picking hoops as part 

of our litter picking kits. All we expect is registration forms to be completed and to adopt 

your street to litter pick whenever you like, for at least half an hour a fortnight. We would 

like you to continue to wear our high viz vest when out doing this in order to promote our 

group, for when you’re litter picking anywhere else on our patch or nearby. If you are 

wearing our high viz vests, then you can also join our Litter Pickers What’s App Group. 

Should you be interested in obtaining kits and volunteering for PHANW, please do 

contact us at this email address: litterpicking@phanw.com 

Maisie, One Of Our School Age 

Volunteers, Writes. 
 

Whilst out walking, I spotted two litter 

pickers in hi-vis jackets saying “Ask Me 

About Litter”. I thought this would be 

a brilliant idea for my year of 

volunteering for the Duke of 

Edinburgh Gold Award as it was easy 

to do without a precise routine, 

enabling me to do it around my 

schoolwork. It is also perfect with the 

uncertain future of lockdown and 

COVID restrictions.  

 

I think many teenagers don’t sign up 

for litter picking because of the stereotyping around it. For example, I think a lot of people 

think litter picking is dirty and not much of an "achievement" as such. However, after 

completing my first litter pick, I soon realised this perception was completely wrong! There 

is nothing better than looking at the scenery around you and seeing how clean you’ve made 

it- it's very fulfilling! It’s also great to think about the animals you’ve helped by picking up 

even the tiniest bit of litter. I felt mortified when litter picking near the lake because of the 

amount of rubbish we actually found and how the ducks and swans have had to live with it.  

 

When I went for walks with my family, we always thought our area was really clean and tidy 

and that litter wasn’t much of an issue in Park Hall. Since litter picking, we have realised that 

much of the litter is hidden away in bushes and trees so not many people will actually see it. 

We have had numerous discussions about why litter is dropped and hidden in the bushes 

when the bins provided are only a few metres away. I believe more awareness of the great 

work already being done by the local community is important - I feel lucky to have met the 

volunteers which inspired me to want to help. I think more should be done about litter in 

local areas (such as volunteering groups like this one) because I think most people have   

mailto:litterpicking@phanw.com
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seen the pictures of animals trapped in plastic on beaches and in the sea but not many 

know the impact of it in their area.  

 

I think that teenagers see what I used to see, which is clean and tidy open areas and I don’t 

think people who drop litter realise the consequences. If more of us started litter picking, 

imagine how much cleaner our local area would be and how much safer our local wildlife 

would be too!  

 

I believe schools make children aware of litter but making it real and getting involved would 

have a much bigger and positive impact. I think we learn more about Climate Change and 

the effects of it. My school have introduced different schemes throughout my time there to 

encourage recycling and not dropping litter but this can only go as far as the students are 

willing to go with it.  

 

 

Beth Deeley, Volunteer Coordinator For Walsall Clean And Green, Writes. 
 

My background is in education, I worked as a 

teaching assistant in a special needs school and 

then I worked as a teacher in nursery and 

reception. I have always been quite 

environmentally minded, I used to litter pick as a 

child and had taken it up again since moving 

back to Walsall. So, when I saw this position 

advertised which had the ability to effect change 

by educating both children and adults, I knew I 

had to go for it. I’m lucky to work with Richard 

Upton who has a lot experience supporting 

volunteers and the local community. He has a 

great background working for local councils and 

has been involved in litter reducing projects in 

Staffordshire.   

What has been your aim with going into schools?  

Our aim is to create a simple and consistent programme where schools can highlight the 

effect litter is having on our environment and educating the pupils on how we can help 

by NOT dropping litter, picking it up and recycling what we can. In our programme A 

Cleaner Tomorrow (ACT) we deliver an assembly to kick off the programme, then there 

are 3 teacher taught lessons along with a litter pick and art project. This is a completely 

free programme available to all Walsall primary schools. They are provided with a 

scheme of work for each key stage and the resources to run the lessons. We are hoping 
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this consistent approach to environmental education will help children grow up with a 

more eco-driven mind set and allow them to become more conscientious adults.   

What’s the current/ next plan for Walsall Borough?  

We will be continuing to support groups, schools, and businesses. We have a Litter 

Charter program for high street businesses to get involved with cleaning up the high 

streets. For other businesses we also have several corporate social responsibility 

opportunities that they can get involved with. Finally, we are hoping to start engaging 

with more primary & secondary schools and children’s groups around environmental 

education. To keep up to date with everything we are doing you can follow us on 

Facebook or look at our website.   

What has been your most inspiring moment in relation to litter picks/ other area of work 

within Clean & Green?  

One of the most inspiring things for me is seeing the community spirit of Walsall 

volunteers; watching them inspire other individuals to get involved with volunteering or 

think about the environment a bit more in their day to day life. It’s the small acts from 

people like these who help enact positive change. 

What have you personally learnt about recycling?  

There is a lot I have learned through working with the Clean and Green team. One of the 

things I never realised was that you can’t recycle pizza boxes due to the grease that sinks 

into the cardboard.  This is the same for most cardboard take away containers.   

What 2 tips would you like to share with PHANW residents about recycling?  

I would like to stress the importance of washing and drying your recyclable material. If 

your bottles still have residual food in them, they become contaminated and must be 

removed during the sorting process. So even if the bottle could have been recycled, it 

won’t be.   

The other is to double check what can go in your green bin. Items like black plastic trays, 

packaging contaminated with food, nappies and takeaway boxes cannot be recycled.   

Facebook – Walsall Community Litter Watch  

Website - https://go.walsall.gov.uk/environment/litter/walsall_community_litter_watch   

  

https://go.walsall.gov.uk/environment/litter/walsall_community_litter_watch


Page 16 Building a stronger, safer, caring community  

Park Hall Area Neighbourhood Watch Speed Watch. 
 

You will probably have seen from the 

recent edition of the Pioneer Magazine 

that Speed Watch is now active. 

Speeding in residential areas has reached 

epidemic proportions and calls for a 

paradigm shift in the way we tackle it. 

The number of complaints and concerns 

raised by residents about excessive speed in the PHANW area is growing all the time. 

Around the Country the ‘silent’ majority are coming forward expressing their frustration 

at the authorities’ apparent unwillingness or inability to address areas such as parking on 

pavements and grass verges, litter and speeding in residential areas.  

Now, following a growing number of complaints and concerns raised by residents 

observing vehicles driving through Park Hall at excessive speed, putting themselves, 

children and grand-children at risk and with our excellent Neighbourhood Police Team, 

under the auspices of Park Hall Area Neighbourhood Watch, a group of committed 

volunteers have stepped forward to establish Speed Watch. The goal being to deter 

excessive speed and to educate drivers to think about the consequences of their actions. 

Recent Speed Watch exercises identified over 30 vehicles which had exceeded the 

speed limit after adding an approved margin to it. The police are following these up. We 

are hoping that, with residents help, the PHANW Speed Watch initiative will obviate the 

need to explore further any of the above options. 

So What Is Community Speed Watch And How Does It Work? 
PHANW Community Speed Watch is a scheme to allow volunteers, working together 

with our Community Police Team to monitor the speed of passing vehicles using an 

approved static or hand-held speed detection device. The volunteers in PHANW who are 

operating in a residential area with a speed limit of 30mph generally and 20mph in 

certain areas, record the details of vehicles which are exceeding the speed limit at 

35mph or more. These details are shared with the Police, who will either visit the driver or 

issue a letter to the vehicle owner, advising them of the dangers of speeding, and 

reminding them of the law. If three letters are issued to the same vehicle owner, the 

Police may carry out further investigation. The main target being the aggressive speeders 

who we all observe on a regular basis. For this to work and be sustainable we need a 

growing team of volunteers who can spare a couple of hours weekly/monthly around 

their own busy schedules.  If you are able to help please email speedwatch@phanw.com  

with your name, address, mobile number and email and we will be in touch. To 

participate you will need to be a member of PHANW. 

mailto:speedwatch@phanw.com
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2020 Christmas Wordsearch Winner. 
 

You may remember we had a Christmas 

Wordsearch in our last WatchWord edition. The 

closing date was 31/01/21 and a winner was 

selected.  

We had 22 entries into the prize draw of which 

20 were correct and the winner was Karen Shaw 

from Zone 3a. The prize was a ring doorbell with 

a chime, complimentary from our partners Ring.   

She was very appreciative and wanted to thank 

everyone in the PHANW Committee for all the 

hard work she knows that goes on for our 

community and I wanted to pass that onto all of 

you.  

  

If you haven’t done so yet, please pay your PHANW annual membership 
subscription 
This year very few of you will have had your Street Coordinator knocking on your 
door to collect your membership subscription because the Committee did not 
feel this was safe. 
In a letter delivered to every household, in articles printed in The Pioneer, and on 
our WhatsApp and Facebook platforms, we have been asking members to make 
alternative arrangements to pay their £5 subscriptions for the current membership 
year which began on 1st June 2021. 
The simplest and safest way to pay is directly into our bank account, preferably by 
setting up a standing order, which you can do online using these details: 
Account Name: Park Hall Area Neighbourhood Watch        
Account Number: 61596993  Sort Code: 40 45 19   Reference: Use your address 
(e.g. 72Truro) If you are unable to pay this way, write your name and address on 
an envelope, put £5 or a cheque in it, and drop it through the letterbox of your 
Street Coordinator or Zone Head. If you don’t know the address feel free to 
contact your Zone Head (telephone numbers are printed at the front of this 
magazine). 
Finally, if it can be done in a safe and socially distanced way, you can make 
arrangements to have your subscription collected. Just text, WhatsApp, or call the 
Treasurer on 07901 511942.  
Thank you 
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The Intriguing History of Park Hall.  

 
Built in 1863, this large house had thirty rooms and needed a team of servants. 

The First Person to live in the Hall was Mr. Sampson Lloyd Foster. He built it and lived 
there with his family. He chose to build on the site where there had been a smaller Park 
Hall building which, in the late 1700s, had been the home of the Sheriff of the County of 
Stafford. That smaller Hall had to be demolished to make way for the more impressive 
building shown in the plans.  
 
Mr. Sampson was an iron master and engineer and the new large Park Hall was intended 
to impress and demonstrate his success. The interior had to impress too. Craftsmen were 
employed to opulently decorate the Hall with the finest wooden panelling on walls, 
stained glass windows, gold beading, intricate patterning, expensive tiles and ornate 
stonework. The Hall was approached from Birmingham Road, with a lodge at the  
entrance to the drive. The grounds included an orchard, a lake and gardens. It all cost a 
great deal of money and Mr. Sampson eventually became bankrupt, the expense of the 
new hall would probably have contributed to this. 
 
By 1891, the Second Person to live in Park Hall was Frederick John Gray. He had medical 
knowledge and opened the Hall as a retreat for ‘habitual’ drunkards. The Habitual 
Drunkards Act 1879 enabled local Authorities to  grant a license for a retreat. The 
patients had to apply to be admitted, usually under pressure from relatives, and there 
had to be official verification that the applicant was a habitual drunkard. If it was proved, 
once admitted the applicant usually could not leave for two years. Under the Inebriates 
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Act of 1898 there had to be annual inspections. There doesn’t seem to be a record of any 
treatment. 

 
The plans show a billiard room, a bakery, a dairy and a gun room! 
All the ‘must have’ features for the home of an affluent family at that time. 
 
At some time in the late1890s the Hall was bought by Benjamin Beebee and in  1898 he 
generously gifted the Hall, as a wedding present, to his daughter and new son-in-law, 
William Pearman Smith. 
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So the final person to live with his family in the Hall was William Pearman Smith, a 
Solicitor who became Mayor of Walsall from 1899 until 1902. The London Gazette, 
January 1st.1936 lists his knighthood for, ‘services to Walsall’. 
Sir William Pearman Smith died in 1939. 
 

In WW2 the  War Office 
requisitioned the Hall and 
American soldiers were billeted 
there.  
 
It was then left empty while its 
use was negotiated. In 1949 it 
was bought for £5,000 by 
Walsall Council.  
 
By 1951, the Walsall Observer 
reported on vandalism to the 
Hall, including that the once 
finest wooden panelling had 
been used to make fires. 
The Hall was demolished in 
1952. The lake is the only 
remaining feature of the Hall 
and its grounds . 
Some of the ‘more mature’ 
Walsall residents have 
described playing in the 
grounds of Park Hall when they 
were young. One remembered 
moving to Birmingham Road in 
the 1940’s when, on the 
opposite side of the main road,  
sheep grazed behind the wall 
of the Hall’s grounds. 
 
The upstairs plan shows twelve 
bedrooms and two nurseries 
with a total of just two loos.  
These are the 1863 plans for 
Park Hall.  
 

 
Acknowledgement to Ann French and her wonderful series of books on the history of 
Walsall.  
 Walsall Archives reproduced images  Ref. 878/205/24 

 
If you have memories we invite you to contribute – to editor@phanw.com  
  

mailto:editor@phanw.com
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What Is Happening On The A34?  
 

The information below is taken from Transport For West Midlands, The 
Sprint Priority Bus Corridor : 
We are creating a bus priority corridor called Sprint. This will help reduce traffic 
congestion and give people an alternative to driving. It will make it easier to get the bus 
and reduce journey times. Sprint will also help us tackle climate change. We want our 
region to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2041.  

Benefits of Sprint 
We’re extending bus lanes 
and prioritising buses at 
junctions. This will make 
journeys shorter and more 
reliable. 

We’re also upgrading bus 
shelters. The new shelters are 
comfortable and have better 
real-time information. 

Sprint will: 

• plant more than 1,000 trees along the route with local community groups 
• build 95 new bus shelters 
• save up to 20% journey time during peak hours 
• have over 30 million journeys a year 
• support the region’s economy 
•  

Planned 
Sprint 
Network 
The Sprint 
network will 
have 7 bus 
priority 
corridors. It 
will link 
residential 
and 
employment 
areas. It will 
also connect 
to HS2 and 
new tram 
extensions. 

The first corridor will link Walsall with Birmingham, Solihull and Birmingham Airport. 
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Walsall To Solihull Via Birmingham City Centre 
The first corridor connects Walsall, Solihull, Birmingham city centre and Birmingham 
Airport. It is sometimes called the A34/A45 Sprint route. 

The route links: 

• Alexander Stadium 
• the NEC 
• Birmingham Airport 

These are all important parts of the Commonwealth Games 2022. 

As part of our planning, we’ve spoken to residents, businesses and community groups. 
We’ve revised the route and plans based on feedback. 

National Express West Midlands will operate this route. 

Zero-emission Sprint buses 
In 2022, Sprint will have zero-emission 
double decker buses. They run on 
hydrogen. 

From 2023, Sprint will have tram-style 
buses with low floors. These will also be 
zero-emission buses. 

We are pleased to have entered the main 
construction stage for Sprint, delivering 
the infrastructure needed for bus priority 
on the A34/A45 route in time for the 2022 
Birmingham Commonwealth Games. 

The Sprint works require lane closures in each direction along parts of the A34 for up to 
six months with traffic management in place. 

We will notify residents in advance of any specific work being carried out near to 
properties. Our public liaison officers will work closely with affected residents to ensure 
that access to properties and businesses is always maintained. 
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Bus Shelter Installation 

95 distinct and high-quality bus shelters will be installed along the Sprint corridor, 
providing easily accessible and enhanced waiting facilities for passengers. 

The new shelters will be larger and modern compared to current bus shelters. They will 
have seating, real-time passenger information, and CCTV cameras to improve safety at 
the stops and surrounding areas. 

Utilities work for new shelter installation is currently taking place along stops on the A34. 
The work is carried out in three phases beginning with the removal of the existing shelter. 

Utilities – such as communications cabling will either be relocated or replaced followed 
by a temporary reinstatement of the footway and shelter area. The new shelter will then 
be installed at a later date as part of other works in the area. 

Due to the sequencing of the works, there may be some time between the existing 
shelter being removed, the bus stop upgrade taking place and the new shelter being 
installed. 

The time between these activities will be kept to a minimum where possible to reduce 
any disruption. Residents living near bus shelters will be notified of any shelter works 
outside of their properties. 

Sprint priority bus corridor frequently-asked questions 
 

What is a bus priority corridor? 

The Sprint corridor will be a mix of dedicated bus lanes with the shared use of the 
highway with other traffic at certain points - but with buses having signal controlled 
priority at road junctions and traffic lights. 

Sprint vehicles will allow for the swifter movement of passengers at larger, state-of-the-art 
shelters, with improved access for disabled passengers. This means quicker journey 
times along the corridor, but without buses going any faster. 

And as all buses will benefit from using the corridor it means an improved travelling 
experience for all passengers, providing more reliable, regular and predictable journey 
times - connecting our region and protecting our environment. 
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How is Sprint linked to the Commonwealth Games? 

Sprint was identified as a key part of the Strategic Economic Plan - ‘Movement for 
Growth' - providing significant long-term benefits for the region - not solely as part of 
planning for the Commonwealth Games. 

However, Sprint was prioritised due to the success of the bid, and the additional benefits 
Sprint will provide in terms of transport access requirements for the games. Sprint is also 
part of the HS2 Connectivity Package, approved by the WMCA Board in February 2017. 
 

Why do we need Sprint in the West Midlands? 

Our region is growing. By 2035, the population of the West Midlands is set to increase by 
up to 444,000 (100 people per day) and we expect 215,000 new homes to be built 
across the region by 2030. 

In the same period, we anticipate that business investment will generate an additional 
50,000 jobs, while the introduction of HS2 will open our connections to a wider area. 

We also want growth to be inclusive and sustainable so that everyone can benefit from 
the opportunities it will bring. 

Investment in our passenger transport network will help provide the capacity and quality 
of service we need, while helping to keep our region moving. 
 
What are the main benefits of Sprint? 

• Predictable and dependable journey times - giving an average journey time 
saving of 20% at peak times 

• Additional and extended bus lanes to minimize congestion 
• State-of-the-art bus shelters designed to enhance the passenger experience 

including improved safety, comfort and information 
• Part of an integrated transport network providing improved connections across 

our region, improving access to jobs and other opportunities 

How will Sprint affect trees on the route? 

Some trees will be removed as part of the Sprint corridor construction, but only where 
absolutely necessary and through working closely with tree specialists to identify only 
those trees that must be removed. Recycled wood from removed trees will be offered for 
use in schools, or to local communities such as allotment holders. 

Over 1,000 new trees will be planted along the sprint corridor, which is expected to 
substantially increase the original canopy cover. We're also engaging with local 
councillors and communities for suggestions of where tree planting might enhance the 
local area. 
 
How will Sprint make journey times predictable? 

Dedicated bus lanes, priority signalling at junctions and swifter movement of passengers 
on and off buses, means that journey times can not only be quicker - without buses going 
any faster - but journey times become much more predictable too. 
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Dedicated bus lanes, priority signalling at junctions and swifter movement of passengers 

on and off buses, means that journey times can not only be quicker - without buses going 

any faster - but journey times become much more predictable too. 
 

Will Sprint link with buses, trains and trams? 

Yes. Sprint is designed to integrate with other public passenger services and improve 
ongoing connections with other bus services, metro, the rail network and eventually HS2. 
 

What routes will Sprint operate on? 

The ultimate vision for Sprint is to deliver a network of seven routes. The first of these is 
the cross-city route, which will run from Walsall to Solihull via Birmingham City Centre 
along the A34 and A45. Construction of the first stages of this route begins in January 
2020 and will be completed in time for the Commonwealth Games. 

What is the construction timeline for the A34/A45 corridor? 

We are now entering the main construction phase with work expected to begin along the 
A45 in January 2021. The main contractor along this part of the corridor is Morgan 
Sindall Infrastructure. The contractor for the main works along the A34 is expected to be 
announced early in the new year. Regular updates - and the latest information regarding 
construction - will be available on the Sprint website. 
 
When will the Sprint corridor be operational? 

The first part of the Sprint corridor will be completed in time for the Commonwealth 
Games in the summer of 2022. 
 
Why do we need Sprint on the A34? 

The A34 provides an important link between Birmingham and Walsall, serving residents 
and businesses in Aston, Perry Barr, and Great Barr. The route also serves as a diversion 
route for traffic from the M6 and is susceptible to significant congestion as a result. 

The existing services on the route suffer from journey time variability and the express 
services available do not serve many of the key locations on the corridor. Sprint will 
provide more predictable journey times whilst reducing the overall length of time it takes 
to travel between key areas. This will improve connectivity along the route linking people 
to new jobs, housing, leisure facilities and onward connections. 

The area served by Sprint along the A34 will also see significant development and 
regeneration, including Birmingham City Centre Enterprise Zone, HS2 Curzon Street 
Station and the surrounding Eastside development, the Commonwealth Games at 
Alexander Stadium and the regeneration of Perry Barr and Walsall Town Centre. 
 

Will bus lanes cause congestion to other road users? 

No. Although Sprint is a bus priority corridor the redesign of the highway - with 
dedicated bus lanes along a large part of the route - should help to relieve pressure at 
major pinch points. 

During construction, we will work with the respective local highway authorities to ensure 
that construction works are co-ordinated as efficiently as possible to minimise 
inconvenience to road users 



Page 26 Building a stronger, safer, caring community  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Stolen Car Alert First Posted on Zone 2 
– Park Hall NHW Sat. 6th November 
Spotted and recovered Mon. 8th 
November. Thanks from the police ! 

 
 
 
  

*IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO ALL PHANW STREET COORDINATORS* 
 

A PHANW Street Coordinators WhatsApp group has been set up to share information 
and ideas between coordinators and the PHANW committee. We believe it is 
important to continue to maintain effective communication with our amazing 

coordinators and work hard in keeping our community safe and strong. 
 

If you are a PHANW Street Coordinator or want to join to become one of our amazing 
Street Coordinator volunteers (or want more information) and would like to be 

included in this group, please contact your Zone Heads listed at the front of this 
magazine or send a WhatsApp message to myself on 07484 602 805 

As ever thank you all for your continued support and hard work. 
Claire James  - Zone 1 
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Resident Fined £60 For Driving Through City Centre.  

 
A local resident who was 
accustomed to driving 
from one side of the city 
to the other, one day 
received an unexpected 
fine.  Without realizing, 
he had driven through 
the new clean air zone. 
 
 Here is what you need to 
know: From June 1, 
2021, all vehicles that are 
not compliant with 
emission standards are 
charged every day, if they 
are not exempt. Those 
not paying the charge will be fined. 
The Clean Air Zone covers an area of the city inside the inner ring road (A4540 
Middleway) - but note that it does not include the Middleway itself so going along the 
A4540 is not a potentially chargeable offence. 

For non-compliant vehicles, the charge is set to £8 per day for cars, taxis (hackney 
carriages and private hire), LGVs and minibuses (up to and including 3.5 tonnes). 

Go to www.gov.uk/clean-air-zones if you are planning to drive through the clean air zone, 
see below : -  
  

http://www.gov.uk/clean-air-zones
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Melly’s Veggie Kitchen. 
 

It’s coming up to my favourite time of year, when the leaves start to turn golden and the 
air is crisp. When it starts to get a bit chilly it’s nice to tuck into something warm and spicy 
and indulge in a little bit of comfort food! I am sharing with you a couple of really easy 
recipes to ease you into the autumn with a smile. Both of these recipes are vegan. I hope 
that you enjoy giving them a try. 
 

Spicy vegan meatballs and linguine. 
 

For the Sauce: Gently cook 2 
medium size chopped onions 
in a pan with a tablespoon of 
olive oil until golden. Add 1 full 
clove of crushed garlic, 1 
teaspoon each of salt and 
pepper, finely chopped fresh 
or dried basil, 1 tsp of 
chopped green chilies, 1 finely 
diced red pepper and sauté 
together. Add 2 tins of 
chopped/plum tomatoes and 
half a pint of vegetable stock. 
Cook until mixture has reduced 
by a third. Blitz this with a stick 
blender till smooth and leave 
on a low simmer. Taste to 
check seasoning and adjust as 
preferred. 
 
 
 

 
 
For the meatballs: You can buy a range of fresh and frozen vegan meatballs that can be 
cooked in the sauce or separately and added after. I do like to make my own out of 
‘Sosmix’ (order online). I pour the sauce on just before serving to keep a little crunch! 
Serve with linguine (or any pasta you prefer) cooked in a pinch of salt and drizzle of olive 
oil. 
 
Top tip 
In the unlikely event that you have any meatballs left, you can serve these the next day in 
a freshly baked baguette. The sauce can also be kept in the fridge for a couple of days 
and any extra can be frozen. I often double up the batch and save it for a rainy day. 
Delicious used in a lasagne recipe as well. 
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Vegan chocolate brownie. 
 
Ingredients  

42g cocoa powder 
170g plain flour 
128g sugar 
½ tsp baking powder 
¼ tsp salt 
120ml water 
120ml vegetable oil 
½ tsp vanilla extract 
 

 
 
Method 

1. Sieve all of the dry ingredients together into a large bowl and stir together well. 

2. Add in the wet ingredients gradually, stirring in a figure of 8 motion until colour is even 

3. The mixture should resemble a thick dough. Pat it down into a medium sized tin (a Pyrex 

dish works really well for this). 

4. Bake in the oven at 180 degrees for 15 to 20 minutes (if in doubt slightly undercook it as it 

is better to get a squidgy brownie than a dry one! Delicious served with vanilla ice cream. 

Top tip 
For a chocolate orange flavour brownie replace the vanilla extract with orange essence. 
And for a lovely nutty brownie, add a few handfuls of roughly chopped mixed nuts to the 
mixture before baking. 
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Plug In Electric Vehicle PHEV – By Mike Hackett. 
 

I have a 2-year-old BMW 330e which is a PHEV 
(plug in electric vehicle) which has a 2.0 litre 
engine and a back- up 7.6kWh electric motor. 
Officially the range with the electric motor is 20 
miles but this would probably require driving at a 
constant speed of 30 miles per hour without any 
braking, gradients, or undue acceleration. In the 
real world the range is about 14 miles. BMW 
argues that most journeys are less than 20 miles so 
that most people should be able to drive on the 
electric motor only.  

I went for this car as it felt I was doing my bit for the 
environment and there was a decent £3,000 
government discount at the time to encourage 
electric cars although this discount has now been 
cut. In addition, there are government grants to 
install a charging point at your home (obviously 
you need a driveway!), there are various options but mine cost £150 and charges the 
electric motor in less than 2 hours at a cost of about £1. 

There are 3 modes, the car can be set in electric only, petrol only or leave it to the car to 
decide which mode to be in. In the latter mode the car will run on the electric motor 
under 40 mph unless you accelerate hard and then jump into petrol mode about 50-60 
mph.  

 The purchase price of an PHEV car can be saying £5,000 more than the equivalent petrol 
or diesel car but then there is a government grant for new PHEV cars while the annual 
road tax is slightly reduced.  An average petrol car might cost about 11p per mile in fuel 
an all- electric or PHEV can cost 6-8 p per mile to charge at home and free to charge at 
some sites (shopping centres/ work/IKEA) and for company car drivers there are tax 
benefits so over the life of the vehicle the total cost can be less. Then again there are 
potential hidden costs, the weight of the battery can add over 100 kg to the car which 
potentially puts more wear on the tyres and changing the battery can cost thousands of 
pounds.   

If you are used to driving a manual car then a PHEV might not be for you as it is by 
necessity an automatic car to allow the seamless change from petrol to electric driving 
and vice versa, the first time you use the car and it changes from petrol to electric and 
back again is very strange!. My boot space is reduced by about one third to 
accommodate the battery. On the positive side electric cars are quieter and on a cold 
winter’s morning can be timed to warm the car before you get in. Also, a very good 
safety feature is that you cannot jump in and drive the car with the charging cable still 
plugged in, I have accidentally done this a few times!  

The infrastructure of suitable charging points remains a serious headwind to the 
government’s commitment to ban new petrol/diesel cars by 2030 so that all of us might 
be driving hybrid vehicles within the next 10 years!  
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE WALSALL POLICE TO ALL
MEMBERS OF PHANW

In any EMERGENCY incident immediately ring 999
 
If an incident has took place and the time is not known ring 101 or the online
webchat section on the West Midlands Police website for non-emergency.
 
When a suspicious behaviour of person(s) or vehicle(s).
Look and observe recording details of descriptions, locations, registration numbers
etc. Ring the Police on the non-emergency number 101 or go online to the Police
Webchat so a log is created.
 
Whenever possible you should always report wrongdoing to the Police instead of
taking action yourself. Sometimes the most casual engagement can end up with
unintended circumstances. Your personal safety and that of others is a priority
(NEVER compromise that).
  
Stopping vehicles is NOT appropriate or safe. Any suspicious activity should be
reported to Police ASAP.
 
Stopping a member of the public who is on foot who is acting suspicious is NOT
appropriate, again any suspicious behaviour please report this to Police. However
with a member of the public on foot it is a judgement call between keeping your
distance for safety reasons, but also trying to engage with the person if they are
vulnerable, need help, or intervening when member(s) of the public are in danger.
 
Should a PHANW WhatsApp message be sent out example a CODE RED - house
burglary in process, first thing call Police, then if safe to do so ensure resident is
safe. If offenders are still in the location keep eyeball on them and direct Police to
them on arrival of the Police. DO NOT try to get hands on with any potential offender
(you do not know who they are, what they may be carrying). Safety is always a
priority no matter how much the urge is to detain the offender. (I know it is just a
human reaction to detain them).
 
Asking people their name or where they live or what are they doing in the location
again is NOT appropriate. Better to try to strike up community engagement.
 
Following other drivers who you feel are acting suspicious again is NOT appropriate,
best practice is to report what you have seen using the appropriate Police contacts.
By doing it this way there should always be a police log created.
 
For me personally one of the main things are vehicles, too many Police
Officers/PCSO get seriously injured when confronting other members of the public in
a vehicle.



 
The above may seem very restricted, but above all else no matter how much the
best of intentions are, your own personal safety is the priority.

The public are our eyes and ears. We can't be everywhere at the same time and by
working closely with Street Watch groups, Neighbourhood Watch and a number of
other community contacts we can make a real, positive difference to the areas we
live in. Any information our communities can provide to us to prevent and detect
crime is a massive help. But the information should not come at the risk of the public
being put in a position of harm - so personal safety should always come first.

So to clarify: If you feel the situation is a risk to you then step back, call 999 and
report it to us. If there is no immediate threat or the incident occurred sometime
before, please dial 101 or use the webchat section of the West Midlands Police
website.

Thank you again for your continued support.

 
PCSO Tim Littlehales
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